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HAT any of the Truths or Ordinances 
of God ſhould need at» Apology to be 
made for them, ſhould be tor a Lamen- 
tation : For it proceederh either from 


Nen. The Principles and way of Presbyrer:- 
err, have undergone the common Fate of other 
o the parts of chat Religion that Chriſt 


{| kh raughr: Ir is the Sect every where ſpoken 


wainft ; and rhere hath been no ſmall ſtir abour 
that way : And this hath proceeded partly from 
the enmury againſt thar ourb of Mens Lutits, and 
Enormities that is in ungodly Men : And partly, 


fom want of knowledge of that way, whict: 
wen they may be —_ whoſe Studies and 
tioughts are employed abour things of another 
ture, and not abour theſe matrers, though rhey 
be otherwiſe knowing and thinking Men: Or 
fom prejudice that their Intereſt may fill them 
mth, to the hiding of Truth in this, from rheir 
byes; wherefore, we think it our Dury ro endea- 


warthe vindication of this our Profetiion, ( with 
jxmuch brevity and clearneſs as we can attain ) 
y Firſt giving up a plain account of what we hold. 
condly, Taking off the moſt material Objecti- 
ns, and theſe that are moſt common, or reproa- 
es f!}at are uſed againſt us ; for we have ro do 
nt only with Men otherwiſe Sober anc] Judicions, 
ko differ from us : But with matry whoſe Tem- 
x, PraCtices and Deſigns, are not ſuch as be 
emerh the Goſpel. We defire as to approve our 
tres ro our Bleiled Lord and Ma'ter Jefus C'ritt ; 
d to farisly the minds of all taquirers after 
lah, bur eſpecially ro ſtand right in the Opini- 


the Ignorance or Perverſeneſs of 


A TRUE 


REPRESENTATION 
P2esbyteiran Government, 


on of His Majefty, our Gracious Soveraign, of his 
Grace the King's High Commullioner, and of rhe 
Noble and Honourable Eſtates of Parliament ; 
who we hope, as Nurſing Fathers to the Church, 
will own us in thoſe ways that the Lord owneth 
us 1n. 

Our Principles we lay down in a few Propoſi- 
tions. Firſt, We own Chriit the Mediator, as the 
only Head over, and Law-giver to his Church; 
and we difown any vihble Governing Head over 
the Church, however pretending to a&k in Sub- 
ordivation to him : Becauſe we know none that 
he hath given ſuch Commiſiton to. 

Secondly. Chrift as Head of the Church, hath 
given forth Laws, whereby 'the Afﬀairs of his 
Houſe ſhould be managed ; and hath nor lefr any 
Nomothetick Power in the Church-ro make Laws 
for Her ſelf, ( Her work being to declare and 
execute the Laws of Clift) and the Laws of 
the Magiltrare are not to appoint new Ordinances, 
or Officers in the Church ; though he oughr to 
give his Civil Sanftion ro what Chrift hath appoin- 
ted; and may maky Laws abour thoſe things 
that arc External to th& Church, that 1s, which are 
common to her with other Societies. 

Th:rdly. Ciriftc hath appointed Officers in his 
Houſe, and declared how they ſhould be Quali- 
ted, and what ſhonld be their work : As in the 
beginning of the Goſpel, he was pleaſed ro ap- 
point ſeveral extraordinary and temporary Officers, 
that were Immediately Called and extraordinarily 
G:fted by hinlelt, as Apoſfies, Prophets, and 
Evargelits, Sc. The Apoliles by Divine directi- 
on, &1d inuncytely choole fume by themſelves 
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for itinerant work, ( either from among{t the or- 
dinary, or extraordinary Officers of the Churci ) 
ro exerciſe hic £9 nunc, their extraordinary Pow- 
er; (which Officers we commonly call Evange- 
liſts ) ſo we do not find that he appointed any 
ordinary and perperual Officers, except Elders, 
' called alſo Biſhops) and Deacons, P/z/. 1. r. 
OF theſe Elders. ſome were to rule tize Church, 
and alſo to Teach her, Heb. 13. 7. 17. Others 
only to Rule, 1 Tm. 5. 17. Which alſo was the 
practice- of the firſt Antiquity, and 1ts defuerude 
complained of by Ambroſe in the end of rhe 
fourth Century : And there are few of the Fathers 
in the firſt three Centuries, but they mention 
Seniores Eccleſi.e, that repreſented rhe People in 
the Government of the Church with the Muii- 
{ters. 

Fourthly. How the Officers of God's Houſe 
ſhould be qualified, is at length fer down, 1 Tim. 
3. 2. under the name of Biſhops, ( which was 
the name of all Church Rulers ) and Deacons, 
and Tit, 1. 6. : 

Fifthly. Their work is fully ſer down, both 
negatively, that they ſhould not be entangled with 
Worldly. Aﬀairs, 2 Tim. 2. where having mentt- 
oned Ordination of Miniſters, verſe 2. he requi- 
reth them verſe 3, and 4. as Souldiers to endure 
hardneſs, and to be abltratted from Worldly 
Buſineſs ; which is to be be underſtood, as much 
as their neceffiry doth permit. Alſo poſitively it 
is rold us in general, thar they are directed in this, 
1 Tim, 3. 14, 15. and particular Directions are 
given about Preaching, and thart in all the parts 
of it, 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. Cenſures, 1 Cor. 5- 4, 5- 
2 The]. 3. 14. Ordination, 2 Tim. 2. 2. 1 Tom, 


5. 22. 

S$:xthly. In all theſe, Miniſters and Elders have 
no Lordly Authority over the People, bur mutt 
act as Chriſt's Servants, and theirs, (in order to 
Their Salvation ) 1 Pet. 5. 3. 2 Cor. 4, 5- yet 
they have real and proper ( though Mimlteril ) 
Authority under Chriſt. 

Seventhly. It is not only of Divine Authority 
matural, that there be a Government in the Church, 
{ Anarchy and Confuſion in any Society, being 
contrary to the Dictates of natural Reaſon ) bur 
the Lord Jeſus hath poſitively revealed his will in 
this : He having expreſly hy 6 pn the Keys of 
the Kingdom of Heaven to his Servants, and that 
for Binding and Loofing ; retaining and remitting 
of fins : The Authoritative inflicting of Cenſures, 
whereby the man is declared to be free from 

guilt, a:ld that his Sin is Pardoned fo far as men 
can diſcern. 
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E:ghihly. What ſhould be the ſpecies of this 
Government is not left indifferent to Men, ( whe. 
ther rhe Magiſtrate or the Church ) to chuſe, bur 
1s determined by Chriit, and revealed in the New 
Teſtamen: : In that hath appointed what Officers 
ſhould be in his Houſe, 10+ they ſhould he cho. 
fen and Authorized, »17. by EleCtion and Ordi. 
nation : What ſhould be their Qualifications and 
Work: How they ſhonld manage their Work 
and rule the Church in common : Thar the Apo- 
{tles committed rhe Ordination of Minitters to 
the Presbytery, 1 Tim. 4. 14. and the Cenfures 
of the Church, ro a Community, 1 Cor. 5. 2 C4. 
2. And not to one Perſon, even in their own 
rime, is an unanſwerable Arguinent for this ; their 
Example being declarative ot the, mind of God, 
where no peculiar reaſon appceareth for their 
Action. 

Ninthly. This Government rhe Lord hath not 
commitred to Magiſtrates, who have no power 
to Ordain, nor Deprive Miniſters, or Elders; nor 
ro Excommunicate, or relax frem that Sentence: 
Nor to Adminiſter, or manage any part of tha 
Work that 1s peculiar to the Church. as it is a 
Religious Society , nor to.appoint how the Church 
ſhould be Governed : But he hath committed it 
to the Church Guidesz Miniſters and Ruling El- 
ders ; for to them are all the Directions about ic 
given in the Word, not to the Magiſtrates; 
they are to give an account of it, Heb. 13. 7. 
They did manage it for divers hundreds of years, 
when there was no Magiſtrate that did own, or 
Countenance Chrittianity : And. there is no hint 
in Scriptare, nor principle of reaſon that can 
evince, that this Power ſhould devolve into the 
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hands of the Magiſtrate, when he ſhould become 
Chrittian ; neither are any Directions given tothe 
— how he ſhould adminiſter any of the | 
Ordinances of Chriſt. | 
Tenthly. Yer we own the Civil Magiſtrate # | 


Nurſing Father of the Church, and Cuſtos utru/9; | fi 


tabule legis, upon which account he is notonly 
to provide Ta 61s for the Church, and topry 


cure her Peace and Unity by all good Means, (# | ft 


repretiing of Herefie, Schiſm, and other Diſor- 
ders ; wherein he is ro uſe a judgment of Dil 
cretion, and not blindly to execute the Sentence 
of the Church ) bur alſo may require all the 06 
cers and Members of the Church ro do what u 
their Duty : And that he may (when the Caſe re 
quireth) Convocate Synods and Indidt rimes of 
Faſting and Thankſgiving : Though tor thele vt 
aſſert an intrinfick Power in the Church, to whit 
that of the Magiſtrate is not privative, but _ 
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lative: For we maintain a twofold Kingdom of 
Chriſt, one; as God over all men, in which the 
Magiſtrate is his Vicegerent ; another as Mediator 
over the Church, as ſuch, in which he hath Depu- 
ted no Magiſtrarical, but only Miniiterial Power: 


' We hold alſo, that the Perſons and Actions of 


Church-men, are ſubject ro yhe Civil Magittrate, 
and that they may be punsM'd when they tranf- 
grels the Laws. | 
Eleventhly. This Miniſteriel Governing Power 
inthe Church. rhe Lord hath nor commirted to all 
the Members; nor ro all the Males thereof : Bur 
hath made a manife(t diſtin&tion between Rulers 
2nd Ruled, in the Scriprures mer:t:oned already. 
Tre fthly. The Lord hath equally intruſted all 
his Servants the Minitters, not only with the pow- 
er of diſpenſing the Word and Sacraments, bur 
alſo with the power of Governing the Church : 
Which by his appointment, and according to the 
practice of the firit and beſt Ages of the Churches, 
ought ro be, and was done in commen, by Mini- 
ters Acting in Parity, and not by a ſingle Prelate 
ſer over the ret. This is acknowledged by mot, 
and the moſt eminent of our Prelatick Brethren : 
And mult be fo by all of them who do not plead 
for a Divine Right of Ep:copacy. Beſides thar, 
neither Names, Directions, or Repreofs given ro 
Church Guides in Scripture, do import any ſuch 
parity of Power, nor is there any foot'tep of 
the Exerciſe of it in Scripture ; to infer this diſ- 
parity of Power from that of the Apoſtles, is 
molt inconſequential : They being Univerſal, Ex- 
waordinary, Untixed and Temporary Officers, 
whom the Lord immediately called. and abrogi- 
ted their Office with their Death ; in that he nei- 
ther called orhers to Succeed in that Power, nor 
gaveany hint that it ſhould be done by the Church. 
It 13 as if one fhould ſay, the Church was once 
governed Monarchically by a Vilible Head, ( bly 
whilſt Chriſt was on Earth ) E-go, it ſhould be fo 
ſill: Which'ho Proteſtant will aver. The Argu 
ment in Timo: hy and Titus is of the ſame Kidney, 
being extraordinary and unfixed Officers, and 
no preceedent for after times. Neither can any 
Argument be drawn from the Angels of the 
Churches ; words not being often uſed properly 
in that Myſtical Book ; and we know that Theo/o- 
gia Sy. icanon, eſt Argumentativa. Belides 
that, the Angel of Thyatyra was certainly a Com- 
munity, being ſpoken tro in thePlural Number, 
Rev. 2. 24, TwrdV, Aiyw, x21 NOT: 5 
Thirteenthly. There being no diſparity of Pow- 
e& amongſt Miniſters, by Chriſt's grant of Power 
tw them ; No man can make this diſparity by ſet» 


CY” 


ting one over the Reſt: Neither can they devolve 
their Power oh One of themſelves. For Chritt 
bath given Tio ſuch Warrant to Men to diſpoſe 
of his Ordinances as they ſee fir. And Power be- 
Ing delegated to them by him, they cannor ſo 
commtr 1t to another to exerciſe it tor them, as 
to deprive themſelves of it. Alſo, it being nor a 
Licenſe only, but a Truſt, of which they muit 
give an account, they muſt perform the work by 
themſelves, as they will be Anfwerable. Bur we 
mult contract, not being now diſputing, bur 
aſſerting what we fhall be ready to detend as 
occaſion ſhall be offered. 

Fourteenthly. We aſſert Pres'yyreritl Govern- 
ment to be fo of Divine Right as we can make 
no compoſition with Men about it, ( though none 
ſhall be more condeſcending to them that are 
otherwiſe minded in what is confiſtent with Truth 
and neceffary Daty, than we. Yet it is not alike 
ſo in all rhe parts of it : For ſome parts of it are 
of Chriſt's Iaſtirution ; as the Officers of ths 
Church, the Laws and Cenſures of it. And others 
of the dictates of natural Reaſon, ( which is alſo 
a Beam of Divine Light } as that there be a Go- 
vernment and meeting for manageing of it ; thar 
one prelide in theng ; that leſſer and greater parts 
of the Church had their Meetiongs ; as Congrega- 
tional, Cla:lical, Provincial, and National Afﬀem- 
blies, for Government ; That rhere be a Subordi- 
nation and Appeals among{t taeſe. To require 
politive Afſertions of Scripture warranting every 
one of theſe, /though there want not Scripture 
Examples and orher hints to countenance fevcral 
of them) is as unreaſonable, as if we ſhould be 
called ro bring a Text to prove that we ſhould 
come into the publick Aflemblies Cloathed and 
not Naked; in an uſual and not in an antiquat 
Garb. 

Fifteenthly. Whether the Moderator, or Ilgoig 
of ruling Chvrch Meetings ſhould continue for 
07.2 or more D.e:s or for how long a time is not 
determined by any Inſtitution of Chriſt, nor by 
= general dict.ite of natural Light: Yer we 
judge a conſtant Mediator highly inconvenient; 
and by all means to be ſhuned : For if he be im- 
poſed on the meeting, it is an encroachment on 
their intrinſick power of Governing themſelves in 
ſuch things as ace peculiar to them. And though 
choſer: by themſelves, fatal , and cenſtant Exam- 
ples together with the inclinations of Men to uſur- 
pation, do ſhew it to have fo violent rendency ro 
Lordiy Prelacy, as rarely doth it fail of the 
bad efiects, nor can be expected, not to Iflue 
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We maintain, that no Church Judicature ought 
fo cognoſce of Attairs of State, nor of Mens 
Civil Rights. or Interetts, except their aavice 
Mould be foughr by rhe Magiſtrate concerning 
Sin or Duty in any ſuch matter; As if the taing 
bs manifeſtly Scandalous, and evidently dange- 
rous to the Intereſt of Religion and the Souls of 
Men. Neither do they inflict any puniſhment, 
fave Spiritual Cenſures. Their work 1sto enquire 
into and declare controverted Trurhs; to Cenfure 
ſcandalous Sinners ; to try and Ordain Munlters ; 
to abſolve the Penitent, by applying the comforts 
of the Goſpel unto them, and ſuch like: Where- 
fore there is no ground of fear that they ſhould 
Claſh, or Cope with the Magiltrate, unlefs they 
go beyond their Line z in which caſe they fall un- 
der the Magiſtrates coercive power. 

$1.xteenthly. The way how men, come into any 
Offce or Power in the Church, is by EleCtion of 
the People, which defigneth the Perfpn, (in which 
Election as in other things, they arF to be under 
the Conduct and regulation of the Church Guides ) 
and Ordinartion, by laying on of the hands of the 
Presbyrery, which is meane of communicating 
Authority to him ; and the former of theſe ought 
to preceed the latter ; For we find no Warrant 
tor a Miniſterium Vagium in the Church, ſeeing 
even in times of trouble and great Perſecution, 
we read of none ordained by the Apoſtles, bur 
»a7” ExxAyo1tzy and xg mAly with the Suffra- 
ges of the People. 

Seventeenth/y. Though ſuperitendency, that is a 
power of inſpection delegatcd from the Church 
to one, uſed in caſe of necefſiry when a qualified 
Miniſter could hardly be had in a Province : He 
might 1n atime be appointed ro overſee them who 
could do little more then read rhe word publick- 
ly, that is no Warrant for bringing qualified Mi- 
niſters under that Subjection in a Conftirured 
Church, where there are ( through the mercy of 
God ) competent number of Mmniiters 

It our Princple be rightly underltood, we con- 
fidently hope they will fagett grounds of anſwer, 
for moſt of the Objections made againſt us, ro 
the minds of the intelligent and unbyafſed: Yer 
we ſhall endeavour to afford ſome farther light 
this way alſo. | 

1. Ir 1s objected (or rather we are reproach- 
ed with ) by ſome, that Presbyterical Church 
Government is inconſiltant with civil Government. 
Anſw. 1. A timple denial is enough to ilop the 
mouth of ſuch bold Aﬀerters: Neuher hath the 

World yer ſeen any topick ( except calumnies } 
whereby this could be pretended to be proved. 
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2. Experience? proveth the contrary, Civil Goverr.- 
ment 1s adyanmtageouſly managed in ſeveral of the 
molt eminent of the reformed Ciurches, with 
tart diſcipline of Ciriits Houſe that we plead for, 
And our own Land 1s a confounding in{tance that 
might {top the mouth of umpudence it ſelf; where. 
in Presbytery commenced with the Reformation 
fron Popery. and continued with much Peace, 
till ambitious Men by labouring to unſerttle ir, did 
ditturb, and at laſt overturn the State. 3. We 
have already ſhewed how we give to Ce/ar that 
which is Ce/ar's: And ro God that which is 
Gods ; neither can our adverſaries make any pow- 
er appear to be due to the Magiſtrate, but what 
we allow him: Indeed Erra/tians do require for 
the Majeſtrate, fome Power that the Presbyteriang 
canner approve of : But this is not peculiar to us, 
bur common to all that aſſert a Government in 
the Church, diſtinct from that of the State : Which 
1s the principle of Papi/ts, Pre/atz/ts ( that are on- 
ly ſuch) and Independents, as well asit is ours, 
4. Our obedience ro Magiſtrates in all their Law- 
ful commands, and our peaceful ſufferings of 
unjuſt violence are notrour to all rhat can behold 
us with an unprejudiced Eye. And if inſtances 
can be given to the contrary, the diſloyalty of 
ſome is not to be imputed to all ( for what party 
of Men- hath not afforded ſuch inſtances) and 
where the peace was broken by Men of our way 
( which were bur a few ) it was the fruit of ſuch 
inſupportable Severities and Hardſhips, as even 
they coulJl have born who blame others for that 
practice: As late Inſtances do make manifeſt. 

2. It is next objected that Presbyrtery 
and Monarchy are inconſiſtent, No Biſhop n 
King ; at leaſt ir is not ſo adapted ro Monarchy 
as Prelacy is ; and the Government of the Churca 
ſhould be ſo moulded as ir may beſt ſure that of 
the Sate. Anſw. 1. The falſhood of the Aﬀertion, 
and maxim, is evident from what hath been (ad: 
Prebsytery and Monarchy have well conſiſted n 
our own Land, and jn France. 2 None malt 
tain more Loyal Principles rowards Kings then 
Presbyterians do, who think teinſelves oblidged 
to Fear God and Honour the King : And were 
always ready to obey him inthe Lord. *Tis true 
they cannot give him unlimited Obedience: But 
th's is not as they are Presbyreria:s, bur as they are 
Men of Conſcience, and will ubcy Gol rat.ier 
tin Man, which hope the Objecters wk not lay 
is peculiar ro Presbyrerians, If they do, and p ead 

, z * s I, bl 
for the publick Conſcience { 2s tome of them 1naye 
done) to the liying alide the uſe of p&icuiit 
Conſciences in the Actions that are moral, ( whic 
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ie to introduce practical Arheiſm ) They do nor 
by oe cauſe but their own. 3. Our practice 
ath alſo been Loyal in abzoring the Murder o! 
King Charies the tfirit, ad im comb it''g 1 
molt efteftual endeavours to reſto. e His Son : 
And in owning and fub;mittig tc akng of a con- 
wry Relig'on {5 long 4s our Relig! n and Liber- 
ties were 11 2ny tolerable latery ; or tne Lows that 
were the mealure of our Obedience were any way 
regarded ; and what was then Cone, was not 
by us alone. 4. Ir 15 boldly alledge| bur not 
proved, that the Chureh Government ſhould be 
tram'd according to that of the Stare, for thar 
may be various, bur this is one: And was ſo un- 
der the Old Teſtament, though the C:vil Govern- 
ment varied. 

3. 'Tis faid that Presbyterians encroach 
on the Authority of rhe Migittrate, by medling 
vith ſtate Aﬀairs. A/w. 1. Our Principle 1n this 
walready declared. And whatever Inſtance; ot 
former timcs, this Allegation may ſeem ro be built 
on, had their riſe from Stateſmen, taking the ad- 
vice of Church Men in their aflemblies: Who 
ſometimes gave advice contrary to the inclination 
of the leading Men of the State : And if their zeal 
for good Intereſt led rhem ar any time ro preſs 
their advice with Reaſons and Threatnings from 
the word of God : And in ſome exceſs did happen 
this way, the blame lay on them who gave the 
firlt riſe ro it. Beſides this, when the aCtings of 
Rulers have a manifeſt | and direct tendency to 
lead People into ſinful Courſes, fuch as impoting 
of unlawtul Oaths, and engaging People 1n a falle 
Religion) who could be filent without unfaith- 
falneſs ro God, and cruelty both to the Souls of 
Rulers and People ? Another Anſwer may be, by 
retorting this Argument on the Prelatick Clergy : 
Do not Biſhops fir in the Councils, and interpoſe 


| Wedtly and formmally in Aﬀairs of State, which 


terians never pretended to. 

4. The rigidiry of Presbyterians is objected. 
1. Can any Man have the brow to compare the 
ngidiry of Presbyterians, with that of either Pa- 
}ts, or Prelatiſts, either in bearing with no Dif- 
fent from their way, even in the leaſt matters, 
and which themſelves count Indifferent, or in the 
Bloody and cruel way of Perſecuring ſuch as 


Diſſent ; by Maſſacres, Inquifitions, horrid Tor- 


rures and Impriſonment, Finings, and ſtrange 
Jeverities. Is there any thing that can he alledg*d 
wainlt Pre:byterians that can be once compared 
with the Perſecutions that many in the Welt of 
Scotland, and elſewhere, have endured ? Yea, In- 
Wpendents cannot compare with the Moderation 
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of Presbytertans ; for they. ( moſt of them } will 
not Communicate with any but of their own way ; 
and fo with none bur thoſe of tlcir own Congre- 
gation ; which is far from our way. As for 41a- 
bapriſts and Quakore, they own none for Mem - 
bers of the Church, but Men of their own Stamp : 
So that it may be on good grounds faid, Thai 
Presbyterians are the molt Moderate of any par- 
ty tiat pretend ro Rehgion 2. That which Men 
call Rigidity in Presby:zans, 18 moſily again{t 
Men's Immoralies, that are unqueitionably ſuch : 
It other men be gentle to theſe, it may recom- 
mend them to wicked Mens good liking, bur will 
not render them acceptable to God : This ftrict- 
nels of Diſcipline againit ſcandalous Sins, is 
imoyned in Scripture, and we go not beyond the 
bounds there ſet ; we rebuke ſuch betore all; 
we do not punliſh them in their Bodies or ' Pur- 
ſes; and our ftrictneſs falleth very ſhort of that 
of the Primitive times ; as every one who hath 
read any thing of the Hiftory of the Ancient 
Church, knowerh, both their Catechument were 
detained from Church priviledges ; and their Pe- 
nitents put to long and hard Penance, at ano- 
ther rate than any thing that we do. 3. Where- 
in lyeth the Rigidiry of our Diſcipline * Do net 
our Miniſters deal with them who fall into ſcan- 
dalous fins with all Meekneſs and Tenderneſs, 
admoniſhing them, laying before them the Evil 
and Danger of their way, the neceiliry of Repen- 
tance, the hope of Mercy through Chriſt thar 
there is ro the Penitent. Ir 1s onr way, even 
where the Sinner is molt obitinate and rejecteth 
all Advice, to wait for many weeks before we 
proceed to Excommunicacion, that that dreadful 
Sentence, if poflible may be. prevented. We give 
publick Admonirtion three ſeveral Lord's days, 
and ſometimes ofrener : We pour our prayers to 
God, not only in Secret, bur with the Congrega- 
tion as long ; that the Sinner may be turned from 
tis evil way: And after all this, we uſe to wait 
patiently for the Man's Repentance : If he appear 
penitent, the Sentence doth not paſs againſt hum ; 
and after Sentence is paſt upon the hardned Su- 
ner, it afterward he ſhew any figns of Repen- 
trance, how readily is he received into the Churc!z 
again, and we cheerfully confirm our love ro hum ; 
and where Church Cenfures are uſed, it is noc for 
Worldly matters, ( not paying Church dues, as is 
the practice of ſome others ) not for ſmall offen- 
ces, but for Groſs and Scandalous Sins. 4. For 
their ſeverity roward ſuch as differ from them 
in principles, they think it their duty not ro 
bear them that are Evil, and to try them thar 


ſay they they are Apoſtles, and are not ; they 
A a <- in woe Diſorders, and Uſurpa- 
tions in the Church, and cannot underſtand how 
they who do not own Presbyterial Government, 
ſhould be the managers of it: Yer can uſe that 
Moderation ( and relolve ro do ſo when opportu- 
nity ſhall be pur in their hand ) as not to deny 
Church Communion to any S4ber and Religious 
Perſon, though of a contrary ſentiment to them, 
in theſe inferiar points of Trurh. =o 

5. Another Objection is from the Indiſcretion 
of the preſent Minilters of this way : The'r want 
of Learning, Prudence, and other good Parts, that 
may fit them 10 manage ſo great a Truſt, as is 
the Government of the Church. Anſw. We know 
theſe are the diminutive thoughts that our Adver- 
faries have of us: And we have nox fuch high 
Thoughts of our ſelves, as to magnifie our ſelves : 
We have cauſe ro be humb!ed, ( as we hope we 
are, in ſome meaſure ) for our imperfections both 
in Gifts and Graces: Yet we may, and mult 
(being thus pur ro it } ſay, that there want not 
Men amongſt us, who fall not ſhort of Miniſterial 
Qualifications, of them who have lately had the 
Rule of the Church; and for the generality of 
us, it is the Opinion of the World, and of un- 
byaſſed Men ; ( yea. even of ſome, that are not of 
our way ) thar theſe of rhe orher party have no 
cauſe in their Glorying over us in this. 2. Church 
Government doth not require any great degree 
* of Polirick Accompliſhment : A plain man who 
- underſtandeth the Laws of Chrift, and the Scrip- 


rure DireCtior.s concerning Cenſures, is fitter to þ. 


- Govern rhe Church, than a great States-man is. 
3. Any IncCiſcretion thar - of late years hath ap- 
peared in our Conduct, may and hould be im- 
puted to our want of liberty to govern the Church ; 
every one (among Miniſters. and People ) did 
what was right in his own Eyes; {1d we do not 
deny, bur there are ſome Indiſcreet Perſons among 
us, as there are in all Parties: And even wile 
Mer in our Circumſtances, cd not ſhun ſome 
Acts thatmight ſeem Indifcr: -:, either ro Adver- 
{aries, or to leſs conſidering Perſons. 

6. The Diviſions of Presbyteria1is are objected, 
Anſw. 1. Where are theſe nor to be found ? Nei- 
ther Biſhop nor Pope have been able ro keep 
them our of the Church, or from among their 
own Party. 2. Our Diviſions we do not deny, 
or aprpove ; we are Men of like Pa:!:ons with 
others : we labour ro ſhun Divihons as much as 
is poſible, and through Grace, are come ro more 
Uniy than they who reproach us with bU:vifions. 
3. Tae D:y.lions that were among us, as we de- 


—_ 
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ny not that our Miſtakes and Corruptions had x 
hand in them, ſo we know that Enemies were Ktow: 
aCt ve ro promote and keighten them : Which þ toat 
though it excuſe not us 4 eozo, yet it doth a eanto, bd us 
and pats »1r Enewies in ma/a fide, to reproach | 8. $; 
us with them. 4. The Unity that the Prelatick y [ 
party made in the Church, was like that of a \vn. a 
Conquering Tyrant, who beholdeth all thoſe tha butt w 
oppoſe him, (lain before him ; there was Peace lod if 1 
to the King and Haman, when there was none to bv by 
the People of God ; the Unity of ſome, is a Com- lee v 
binacioa in Error, and the reſult of a Conqueſt [lagiftr 
over Mens Con'ciences, that now dare not mut- lis the 
ter againſt the Luit of rheir impoſing Tak es 
maſters: We think contending for Truth, more [d the ] 
defirabie than ſuch ”Peac:. It 1s known that our qulitier 
Church enjoyed {uch Unity for many years after 
the Reformation as was Celebrated by Churches 
Abroad, as is evident from the Preface to Corps 
Confeſſion m, till ambitious men began to trou- 
ble her-with their Innovations, and Uſurpationg, 
and fo were the cauſe of Diviſion. 
7. Many Obj:&, that if Presbyterians 

Power, they will force all ro make publick fe b Patrc 
pentance who - have owned B:ſhops, taken the 

Tejt, or other Oarhs that they diſlike. Axſp. | the 
Our principle is that, that publick Scandals onght |leady ) 
to be publickly rebuked ; yer there are Caſes in [&. 1. 
which the {trictnefs of Diſcipline in this matter, 1ace, ar 
may and mutt be relaxed: I ſhall name two. 1, |line alww; 
When the matter of Offence is controverted, and jo 
the finful Practice is from the miſ-informarion of 
the Conſcience ; where rhe matter isnot of the 
higheſt moment, and the Perſon appeareth Con- 
{ciencionſly ro follow his Light, Church Diſc 
pline may then be forborn. 2. When the fault 'Verice of 
1s univerſal, either the whole, or the greater part, |\8 a du 
rigour |tbbing | 


or ge: part of the Church is guilty ; the n 

of Cenfure ( that otherwiſe might be due) to 

be abated; even the Primitive Church, though | el 
very ſevere in Diſcipline, uſed a great Emiia/s /Wthar rl 
in tais caſe: When many or moſt had fallen ® \bv from 
Perſecution ; though the Crime was of the highelt '=t(l hoy 
narure, even denying the Faith. A general Hi furions, 
miliation of the whole Church, may be 
of a particular application of Cenſures; I hope 
there is no cauſe of fear from men of ſuch mo 
derate Principles. If in this or any thing elf. 
we have been chargable with Exceſs, as who £ 
clear himſelf from all blame, I hope our 
Thoughts, Studies, and Sufferings, ( by the Ble-|t -NL 
ling ot God on them } hat1 raught Us, and wi * 
engage us, to let our Moderation be known ® 
all Men ; conkidering that the Lord is at ho: 


{th 


| though we have been ſeverely Beaten by our 
llow-Servants, yer we will ſtand in awe, and 
loath that the Lord, when he cometh, ſhould 
od us ſo doing to them. 

$. Some Object, That in this way Miniſters 
gy Domineer oveg People, even the greatett 
len, at their Pleaſure. An/w. Belide that they 
mit walk by the Rule fer down in the Word ; 
nd if they exceed that bounds they may be cur- 
Ld by Superior Judicatories: Or if their In(o- 
nce amount to the diſturbing ot rhe Peace, the 
lyiſtrate may reſtrain them. We ſay, beſide 
© the Miniſters do nothing alone, bur with the 
es Repreſentatives, the Elders, who may be 
{ the Nobles or any other Rank, as they are 
qulified for thar Work, and choſen to 1t by the 
(arch. 


Þme other Objections are toſſed among Men 
bt ralk of theſe things, which do not ſo much 
ncern Presbyterial Government in general, as 
ime parts of it, or things abour ir, that are now 
nggitation. The 92h. Objection may be framed 
qanſt the taking away the Election of Miniſters 
hy Patrons, viz. That if that be done, men of 
kteand Intereſt in Pariſhes, may be over-ruled 
h the Mulcirude, ( which often 1s ignorant and 
dy) and have Miniſters impoſed on them, 
6p. 1. that Patronages are an intolerable Grie- 
ace, and yoak of Bondage on the Church, and 
ne always been the cauſe of Peſtring the Church 
a bad Miniſtry ; and a temptation to Intants 
the Patron, (farther than to his Edificarion ) 
er than to pleaſe God : Beſide the Simonical 
and Selling of Goſpel Ordinances, that 

and in all times have attended this 
lence of Men : Bur ( which is worſt of all ) thar 
ya direct croſſing Chritt's Inſtiturien, and a 
ndbing his People of the priviledge he hath be- 
tothem. Theſe things I ſay, are fully 

jored elſewhere. And therefore, if ir be —_— 
'Wthat the Inconveniencies mentioned ſhould tol- 
by from taking away of Parronages, yer it will 
=(l hope ) move them who regard Chriſt's In- 
ons, or the good of his Church, the Salva- 
and Edification of Souls, to be for their con- 
2. The fame inconvenience was apt 
fall on popular Election in other Ages of the 
; and yet in the Apoſiles rimes, and in 
firſt and Apes, ill the ſeventh or eighth 
» or later, Patronages were not ſerled in 
ie Church; they came in among't the latelt An- 
n Corruptions and Uſurpations ; The Pri- 
ſtians were not ſo tender of their 


» and ſuch priviledges as their Rank in 
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the World pave thein ;5 nov fo lirtle to lev of the 
Liberties of the Clurch, and rhe Intetei* of Chrt- 
itians, as ſuch. And if any ſuci prerentions ap- 
peared to be owned by the Grandees of theſe 
times, they mer with a ſevere Check, and that mn 
leſſer matters than acclaiming a power of choo- 
ſing Minifters for the Whole Church; as appear- 
eth by the Apoſtlc's reproving the DittinEt.on in 
the Seats in their Aſſemblies, that was made be- 
tween the Man with the goo! King and gay 
Cloathing, and the Man in Vile Ratneat. We 
are content to allow Great Men all due reſp, 
but not ro complimemt them with what 1s Cariit's 
Legacy to his People. And therefore we hope 
that they who are willing to ſubject themſelves 
to the Laws of Chriſt, will bz content to ſtand 
on equal Ground ( though we bz far from aiming 
at the Leveling principle in other things) with 
their poor Brethren in the Church, with reſpect 
to Church priviledges, which belong not ro Men 
as Poor or Rich, as Great or Small ; but as they 
are Chriſt's Diſciples. 3. Ir is carefully ro be 
obſerved, that the Election of a Minifter is not 
ry be left to the management of the confuſed 
Rabble, ( though rhe meaneſt adult Male Member 
of the Church hath a right to aſſent or diſſent ) 
bur it is to be ordered by Elderſhip, and that un- 
der the inſpection of the Presbytery, ( and by 
the Prezbytery where no Congregational Elder- 
ſhips is) in the number of which Elders it 1s to 
be ſuppoſed, that Hererors and Men of Intereſt in 
the Paroch will be, if rhey be tolerably qualified 
for, and will andertake fach an Office, and then 
they have a ſpecial hand in the Election, and 
cannot complain of being impoſed upon : And 
the Elderſhip is ro exclude from having an hand 
in the Election, them that are Scandalous, groſly 
Ignorant, Heady, and Schiſmatick, or any way 
diſorderly. And if Divifions fall in, the El- 
ders are Judges of the Difference between the two 
Parties; and are to conſider the reaſons on botl, 
hands, and to ponder and weigh, as well as to 
the number of Votes. They ought alſo to ex- 
clude from Voting all ſuch as are not fixed Mem- 
bers of the Congregation. And to lay more 
weight on the Suffrages of them that are fixed, 
and leſs on them that are orherwiſe, c:er5 parz- 
bus. For though Chrittianiry maketh one a Mem- 
ber of the Church Catholick, yer a fixed abode 
is needful ro make one a Member of, and to give 
a ſhare in the priviledges of that particular Flock. 
But how to lmit this Fixation is not ealie : For 
though ſome be manifeitly untixed as Servants ; 
and others are marutetily fixed, as ancient TInhabi- 
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ſay they they are Apoſtles, and are not ; they 
»A a S- aint wo Diſorders, and Uſurpa- 
tions in the Church, and cannot underſtand how 
they who do not own Presbyterial Government, 
ſhould be the managers of it: Yer can uſe that 
Moderation ( and relolve to do ſo when opportu- 
nity ſhall be pur in their hand ) as not to deny 
Church Communion to any S»ber and Religious 
Perſon, though of a contrary ſentiment to them, 
in theſe inferiar points of Truth. 

5. Another Objection is from the Indiſcretion 
of the preſent Miniſters of this way : The'r want 
of Learning, Prudence, and other good Pars, that 
may fit them to manage ſo great a Trutt, as is 
the Government of the Church. Anſw. We know 
theſe are the diminutive thoughts that our Adver- 
faries have of us: And” we have nox fuch high 
Thoughts of our ſelves, as to magnifie our ſelves : 
We have cauſe to be humbled, ( as we hope we 
are, in ſome meaſure ) for our imperteCtions both 
in Gifts and Graces: Yet we may, and mult 
( being thus pur ro it } ſay, that there want not 
Men amongſt us, who fall not ſhort of Miniſterial 
Qualifications, of them who have lately had the 
Rule of the Church ; and for the generality of 
us, it is the Opinion of the World, and of un- 
byafſed Men ; ( yea, even of ſome, that are not of 
our way ) that theſe of rhe orher party have no 
cauſe in their Glorying over us in this. 2. Church 
Government doth not require any great degree 


* of Polirick Accompliſhment : A plain man who 
- underſtandeth rhe Laws of Chriſt, and the Scrip- 
rure DireQtor.s concerning Cenſures, is fitter to . 
Govern 


Church, than a great States-man 1s. 
3. Any Inciſcretion thar of late years hath ap- 
peared in our Conduct, may and ſhould be im- 
puted to our want of liberty to govern the Church ; 
every one (among Miniſters and People ) did 
what was right in his own Eyes ; {1d we donot 
deny, bur there are ſome Indiſcreert Perſons among 
us, as there are in all Partie* : And even wile 
Mer: in our Circumſtances, cid not ſhun ſome 
Acts that might feem Indifcr: -;, either ro Adver- 
{arics, or to leſs conſidering Perſons. 

6. The Diviſions of Presbyteria1is are objected, 
Anſiw. 1. Where are theſe nor ro be found ? Nei- 
ther Biſhop nor Pope have been able ro keep 
them our of the Church, or from among their 
own Party. 2. Our Diviſions we do not deny, 
or aprpove ; we are Men of like Pa!i:ons with 
others : we labour ro ſhun Diviſions as much as 
1s poſible, and through Grace, are come ro more 
Uniry than they who reproach us with bU:vtiſions. 
3. Tac D:v.ltzons that were among us, as we de- 


_ 
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ny not that our Miſtakes and Corruptions had a (4 + 
hand in them, fo we know that Enemies were Ftow 
aCt've ro promote and heighten them : Which þ toar 
though it excuſe not us 4 coo, yet it doth a tanto, bod us 
and pats wr Enewies in ma/a fide, to reproach | 8. $ 
us with them. 4. The Unity that the Prelatick wy [ 
party made in the Church, was like that of a jen, a 
Conquering Tyrant, who beholdeth all thoſe tha [rait w 
oppoſe him, (lain before him ; there was Peace [ad if 1 
to the King and Haman, when there was none to [td by 
the People of God ; the Unity of ſome, is a Com- lince 2 
bination in Error, and the reſult of a Conqueſt [Jag 
over Mens Con'ciences, that now dare not mut- |ths thi 
ter againlt the Luſt of their impoſing Tak 
maſters: We think contending for Truth, more _— 
defirable than ſuch Peac:. It 18 known that our qulitie 
Cnurch enjoyed fich Unity for many years after |Garch. 
the Reformation as was Celebrated by Churches | ome 
Abroad, as is evident from the Preface to Corpys | tht tall 
Confeſſion, till ambitious men began to trou- 
ble her with their Innovations, and Uſurpationg, 
and fo were the cauſe of Diviſion. 

7. Many Obj:&, that if Presbyterians 
Power, they will force all ro make publick i 
pentance who have owned B:ſhops, taken the 
Tejt, or other Oaths that they diſlike. Anſs. |by the | 
Our principle is thar, rhat publick Scandals ought [heady ) 
to be publickly rebuked ; yer there are Caſes in 
which the {trictneſs of Diſcipline in this marter, 
may and mutt be relaxed: I ſhall name two. 1. 
When the matter of Offence is controverted, and |mitha 
the finful Practice is from the miſ-informarion of 
the Conſcience ; where rhe matrer isnot of the 
higheſt moment, and the Perſon appeareth Con- 
ſclencionſly ro follow his Light, Church Diſc 
pline may then be forborn. 2. When the fault Venice of 
1s univerſal, eicher the whole, or the greater part, [fs a dy 
or gre»: part of the Church is guilty ; the rigour |obbing | 
of Cenfure ( that otherwiſe night be due) to 
be abated ; even the Primitive Church, though 
very fevere in Diſcipline, uſed a 


t Enicys | 
in tais caſe: When many or moſt had fallen ® |bv from 
Perſecution ; though the Crime was of the = | 

narure, even denying the Faith. A general Hi tutions, 
miliation of the whole Church, may be inſtead a and | 
of a particular application of Cenſures; | hope faua 
there is no cauſe of” fear from men of ſuch mo fall on 
derate Principles. If in this or any thing ele, Phurch ; | 
we have been chargable with Exceſs, as who @ firſt ar 
clear himſelf from all blame, I hope our NF pntury, « 
Thoughts, Studies, and Sufferings, ( by the Bic Churc 
ling ot God on them } hat1 raught Us, and Wi friftian 
engage us, to let our Moderation be known Tilye 
all Men ; confidering that the Lord is at na mand 


4 though we have been ſeverely Beaten by our 
llow-Servants, yet we will ſtand in awe, and 
loath that the Lord, when he cometh, ſhould 
nd us ſo doing to them. 
< | $. Some Object, That in this way Miniſters 
> wy Domineer oveg People, even the greatett 
vn, at their Pleaſure. An/w. Beſide that they 
mit walk by the Rule fer down in the Word ; 
ad if they exceed that bounds they may be cur- 
ed by Superior Judicatories : Or if their In(o- 
knce amount to the diſturbing ot the Peace, the 
Kagiſtrate may reſtrain them. We fay, beſide 
tis the Miniſters do nothing alone, bur with the 
Repreſentatives, the Elders, who may be 
« the Nobles or any other Rank, as they are 
qulified for that Work, and choſen to it by the 
(arch. 


Sme other Objections are toſſed among Men 
tut talk of theſe things, which do not ſo much 
wacern Prezbyterial Government in general, as 
ame parts of it, or things abour it, that are now 
nagitation. The 9eh. Objection may be framed 
zunſt the raking away the Election of Minitters 
by Patrons, viz. That if that be done, men of 
tote and Intereſt in Pariſhes, may be over-ruled 
. | the Mulrirude, ( which often 1s i nt and 
lady) and have Miniſters impoſed on them, 

. 1. that Patronages are an intolerable Grie- 
ce, and yoak of Bondage on the Church, and 
bre _ been the cauſe of Peſtring the Church 
nda bad Miniſtry ; and a temptation ro Intants 
the Patron, (farther than to his Edificarion ) 
er than to pleaſe God : Beſide the Simonical 
and Selling of Goſpel Ordinances, thar 

and in all times have attended this 
lence of Men : Bur ( which is worſt of all ) that 
ya direct crofſing Chritt's Inſtitutien, and a 
nbbing his People of the priviledge he hath be- 
tothem. Theſe _ I ſay, are fully 
ore, if it be ſuppo- 

the Inconveniencies mentioned ſhould fol- 
by from taking away of Parronages, yer it will 
ut{l hope ) move them who regard Chriſt's In- 
utions, or the good of his Church, the Salva- 

n and Edification of Souls, to be for their con- 
ance. 2. The fame inconvenience was apt 
fall on popular Election in other Ages of the 
arch ; and yet in the Apoſiles times, and in 

firſt and beſt Ages, rill the ſeventh or eighth 
nury, or later, Patronages were not ſerled in 
& Church; they came in among't the latett An- 

n Corruptions and Uſurpations ; The Pri- 

ſtians were not fo tender of their 
» and ſuch priviledges as their Rank in 


4 


SSA STI Rank AGAR 2 Fr ECRESRTT aA CHRs 


SR ATA RETS 


F 


- and others are manttelily fixed, as ancient Inhabi- 


the World gave then 5 nor fo liftle 61 le f ihe 
Liberties of the Cl\urch, and rhe Inte: ci% of Chri- 
itians, as ſuch. And if any (uct prerent:ons ap- 
peared to be owned by the Grandees of theſe 
times, they mer with a ſevere Check, and that in 
lefſer marrers than acclaiming a power of choo- 
ſing Minitters tor the Whole Church; as appear- 
eth by the Apoſtc's reproving the DittinEt.on in 
the Sears in their Aſſemblies, that was made be- 
tween the Man with the pool King and gay 
Cloathing, and the Man in Vile Ravneat. We 
are content to allow Great Men all due reſp, 
bat not ro complimemt them with what 1s Cariit's 
Legacy to his People. And therefore we hope 
that they who are willing to ſubject themſelves 
to the Laws of Chriſt, will be content to ſtand 
on equal Ground ( though we bz far from aiming 
at the Leveling principle in other things) with 
their poor Brethren in the Church, with reſpect 
to Church priviledges, which belong not ro Men 
as Poor or Rich, as Great or Small ; but as rhey 
are Chriſt's Diſciples. 3. Ir is carefully to be 
obſerved, that the Election of a Minifter is not 
ry be left to the management of the confuſed 
Rabble, ( rhough rhe meaneſt adult Male Member 
of the Church hath a right to afſent or diſſent ) 
but it is to be ordered by Elderſhip, and rhat un- 
der rhe inſpection of the Presbytery, ( and by 
the Presbyrery where no Congregational Elder- 
ſhips is) in the number of which Elders 1t is to 
be ſuppoſed, that Hererors and Mem of Intereſt in 
the Paroch will be, if rhey be tolerably qualified 
for, and will ondertake | 4 an Office, and then 
they have a ſpecial hand in the Election, and 
cannot complain of being impoſed upon : And 
the Elderſhip is ro exclude from having an hand 
in the Election, them thart are Scandalous, groſly 
Ignorant, Heady, and Schiſmatick, or any way 
diſorderly. And if Divifions fall in, the El- 
ders are Judges of the Difference berween the two 
Parties; and are ro conſider the reaſons on both 
hands, and ro ponder and weigh, as well as to 
the number of Votes. They ought alſo to ex- 
clude from Voting all ſuch as are not fixed Mem- 
bers of the Congregation. And to lay more 
weight on the Suffrages of them that are fixed, 
and leſs on them that are otherwiſe, ce:e745 par:- 
bus. For though Chriſtianiry maketh one a Mem- 
ber of the Church Catholick, yer a fixed abode 
is needful ro make one a Member of, and to give 
a ſhare in the priviledges of that particular Flock. 
Bur how to hmit this Fixation 1s not eahie : For 
though ſome be maniteitly untixed as Servants ; 
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Can to cntinne long in that Place; 
yer there may be a mide fort who cannot be 
Getermitied by General Rules, but it muſt be leir 
ro the Praderce of the Church ro judge in this. 
If theſe rings be duly contidered, Great Men 
need nut fear having a Mimitter obtruded on rhem ; 
efpecizlly it ve add, that Men of Interelt uſualiy 
are able io influence thoſe that live under them, 
or that depen upon them. 4. Inthe times where- 
m Patronapes were taken away by Law, Men ot 
Intereit and Refſpe&t found no cauſe to complain 
of being impoſed upon, but the Church laid 
down ſuch direchons (as may be ſeen in the Ads 
of rhe General Afſembly Augnft 4, 1649. Sef]. 
40.) And the conſtant Practice of the Church 
was to give ſuch deference to them, 'as they were 
generally ſatisfied with their Elections: And they 
may {till be perſwaded that it will be the care of 
Elderſhips and Presbyerres to do nothing thar 
they can jultly complain of. Beſides that, it may 
be preſumed that no Miniſter, who regardeth his 
being uſeful, or his own Peace and Comfort, will 
enter into a place with the diſlike of any confide- 
* rable part of the People, either for Number or 
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Quality. If it be objected that there were great 


Divihons and Tumults abour Elections, in and 
abour the Year 1650. Anſw. 1. Sothere were in 
the Primitive Chureh, which the Advocares for 
Parronages ule as an Argument againſt our Opt- 
nion ; and yet the Church did not think of ſuch a 
Remedy as pruting the EleCtion into the hand of 
one ſingle Perſon, nor of taking it from 
the People. 2. Artherime mentioned there was 
a lamentable Schiſm in the Church abour other 
matrers; and therefore it was no wonder it ap- 
peared in this matter alſo; People were for choo- 
ling Miniſters that were of the ſame Sentiment 
with them abour the things then in Controverkie, 
and the Schiſm was Induttrioufly kept up and 
promoted, by the Rulers that then had Enſlaved 
this Nation by force of Arms, and made uſe of 
our Factions to wreath their Yoak on our Necks. 
It is a wide conſequence to infer from this, that 
the priviledge of chooſing their own Paſtors 
ſhould alwiſe be taken from the People of God. 
3- When Diviſions appear in this matter, the Con- 
troverſie 1s to be decided by the Selſion, or Pres- 
byrery Synod, or General Aſſemblies; and if ir 
amount ro the breach of Peace, rhe Magittrate is 
to interpoſe his Authority. Theſe are the.proper 
Remedies of ſuch Divikons, and not to deprive 
both Parties of ahat which 1s their Right and 
Chrilt's Grant to them, becauſe they cannot agree 
bour it. It were a {trange way of compoling 
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Civil Conteidings abour Mem and Tum, ; 
that which they contend : bout ſhould be rakes 
from both, and 
rer way is the Judge competent !s to decide in {> 
vour of him who 1s found t5 have the bett Rip, 
(it Arbitrators cannot compriſe the matter, } & 
t 15 here. 

Another Objection, ( the 10 ) is Concerning | 
Queltion that ariferh from the preſent Circwn 
ſtances of this Church, under which it js judge: 
necefiary that the Government of the Chus 
ſhoul.l be in its fir:t Settlement in the hands oh 
of rhem who are known to be truly Presbyteriz 
Before we eonfider what is objected againſt thy 
it may be nee:Iful ro lay down the Caſe, and t& 
grounds of the necettity of what we deſire, 
ſulting from it. Iris then to be conſidered, Tix 
the. Church of Scor/and hath almoſt ever hex 
Presbyterian : It received that Government wit 
Chriſtianity, and retained it while Anti-chri . 
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Doctrine and Government prevailed in other pu 
as hath been of late made appear. And after: 
had been overrun by Popery, it was Reforms 
by Presbyters. And that Government as it is fow 
ded in Scripture, ſo it hath continued in ti 


ad ſome ſhort interruption, which did alway 
breed diſquiet in the minds of people, and tro 
bles in the Nation, and Sufferings to ſome of 
moſt Sober and beit of the Mimiters and people 
And waen in the Year 1662. that Governez 
was ſupprefied, and Prelacy ſer up by an At« 
Parliament, this deed was never conſented to by 
the National Church, bur Presbytery as it lui 
been ſetled by the Authority of the Church ad 
State, ſo continued, and doth continue fetled by 
the Authority of the Church : Whence it ma 
rationally be deduced, that the Minilters.that 
tred by and under Prelacy, neither had nor but 
any right to be Rulers in the Presbyzer1an Churd); 
they have had no Call nor Authority from be 
{ whatever they might have in another Chu 
that the Srate ſet up in the Nation beſide 
Church that then was in Being, from wc 
a great Body of Miniſters and people did Difer 
which Autherity they were never ſuffered to tit 
ciſe even in their own Church. ) Iris allo 0% 
conſidered, that on this happy Revolution ® 
King and Parliament have been pleaſed to Aba. 
Prelacy ; and have declared their Refoluvo! © 
their Authority. ro ſettle Presbyterian Go! 
ment. From this it followeth that the Prelits 
Clergy ſhould not be admitred to a ſhare NJ. 
Government ; except ſuch of them mh =_ : 

re 
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Precbyterian Church be found qualified for the 
Minittry,and ſuch from whom there 18 no hazard of 
overturning that Government that now is intended 
to be Eicabl:ſhed ; for they being more in number 
than the Presbytertan?, 1s it to be imagined that 
Preclyzertan Government can be ſafe in their 
Hands, or that they will not erect a Prelacy in the 
Church. cr ſomething inſtead of it, or ſome way 
that is inconſiſtent with Presbytery in its Parity ? 
And there being many among them known to b2 
Inſuffcient, Scandalous, or Erroneous, itis not pol- 
fhle that the Church can be purged of ſuch, if they 
have the Government, but rather there is an hazard 
that the beſt Men ſhould be caft our, and that by 
Church Authority, leit they ſhould ttand in the 
way of their D:1igns. Wheretore, as they have no 
jult Right ro ſuch power, ſo neceihity ( which quzce 
quid coeg1t, defendit ) doth barr rheir exercile of 
ſuch power in the preſent juncture. Mean while 
Presbyterians do declare, that they donor dehre 
that all theſe Men ſhould be rettrained from the Pa- 
rochial exerciſe of their Miniſtry. And that who- 
ever among them ( as ſoon as the Church can be in 
caſe to purge her ſelf ) is not proved to be Inſuft- 
cient, Scandalous, or extreamly negligent, ſhall be 
cordially received into her Society, and have the 
full Exerciſe of their Miniftry, and that their con- 
troverted Scandals cannot be charged on them ; 
none ſhall be dealt with as Scandalous, becauſe of 
their having had a hand in this late publick Detectr- 


Theſe things thus laid down, let us hear what 
is objected againſt this courſe. 1. This is to ſer 
up Prelacy among Miniſters, even while it 1s fo 
much decry'd, that a few ſhould have Rule of the 
Churches, and the reit Exclude. An/w. Ir is no 
Prelacy, bur a making di:tinction among Mini- 
fters of one Society, and theſe of another : Though 
they be Miniſters, yet they are not Minitters of the 
Prezbyterian Church, they have departed from it ; 
we have continued in the good old way that they 
and we profeſſed : Ir is not then unrealonable, that 
if they will return ro that Society, rhey (holud be 
2dmitred by ir, and not be impoſe on ir. Atthe 
Reformation from Popery, was it a Prelacy in the 
tew Proteſianue Miniſters, that they were not wil- 
ling to let the Pop:/h Prieſts Govern the Church ? 
Or did Nehemuab and the Fews pretend to any 
power over Tob:4h Sanballat, and their party, that 
they would not ſuffer them ro Build with them ? 
Pardon theſe Compariſons, they are not intended to 
parrallel with our Brethren with cither of theſe ſorts 
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of Men, except in this, that they are not of the 
P 'esbyter. an Cimrch, more than thofe others were 
of the Proteſtant, or Ferviſh Church ; and that 
there is hazard from rhem to our way, as well as 
there was trom the other to their ways. 

Oby. 2. By this means the leſſer party in the 
Churc'1 of Sco: land, ſhill Exclude rhe greater fron 
the Government. Ar. This is not abſurd, where 
the greater party have lett the C:arch they were 
ot ; and the leffer hath abode in it, or rather are left 
as the con:tirute Members of it. And whea that 
greater parity hath ſer up another frame ofa Church 
whici they are now forced ropart with, when they 
would return to the former way, they cannot In- 
corporate again with them who abo.le in it, with- 
out their content, eſpecially where this conſent 1s 
ready to be given on any tolerable Securiry for the 
way that th arty doth own, and the other 
departed from. ' 

Obj. 3. What wagrant is there for leaving to 
theſe Men the Parochual Exerciſe of their Miniitry, 
and to deprive them of the other part of it ; ſce- 
mg the exerciſe of the Miniſtry in Teaching and 
Ruling is 24d Ind:viſum. Anſw. There are wo 
Reaſons for this ; one is the neceflity of the Church, 
which tor ſuch a critical interim as our lot is fallen 
into, may warrant that, which our of ſuch an ext- 
gence,and for a conitant continuance in the Church 
were unwarrantable : It is neceſſary on the one 
hand, that the Pariſhes be not deprived of their La- 
bours, leſt a great part ofthe Country ſhould be 
deſtirure of all Goſpel Ordinances. It is as ne- 
ceſlary on the other hand, that they have not Ru- 
ling power in the Church with the Presbyterians, 
leit that Gavernment which Chriſt hath Iuſtirured, 
and which  deligned to be Sertled, be overrurned : 
And-we know that many things may be done in 
turbato Statue Ecclejie, ( ſaca as we now are in ) 
which ought to be allowed in paccato Eccleſia $:4- 
tue. Another Reaſon is. we do neither deny their 
Teachieg, nor their Ruling power ; yet Teaching 
being common to the one Church way with the 
other, we may well allow them the exerciſe of thar 
among us, while Ruling being different in their 
way and ours, and the principle that they hold in 
it being everfive of our way, 1t is rational to deny 
them a ſhare among us. Nat to in{it on farthes 
Objections, whatever inconventencies may feem 

to tollow on this conduct, may be anfwered by 
force of Nece/lity already held forth, and objeted 
- ug ſpeedy ſetting the Church upon its right 
ils. 
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